104 REFORM AND THE LATERAN COUNCIL OF 1215
did the body of English clergy and religious regard such
general enactments of the Pope ?
The task of tracing the influence of the Lateran Council
on English provincial and diocesan administration during
the years which followed the holding of the Council is com-
plicated by the impossibility of isolating its decrees from
the mass of earlier, and later, ecclesiastical legislation. In
several clauses of the Lateran Decrees of 1215 reference is
made by name to the third Council of the Lateran which
had been held in 1179. The enactments of this earlier
Council are repeated and expanded. In such cases the
origin of certain of the Lateran canons is apparent, but the
subtle detection of the multitude of unacknowledged debts
to the great body of Canon Law which was widely studied
by the canonists of the day in schools and universities as
a result of the publication of Gratian's Decretum in the
middle of the previous century, would demand an intricate
and specialized study. Nor has it been attempted. The
object of these chapters is to discover, as far as possible, to
what extent reforms which were mentioned in the Lateran
Council of 1215 were carried out.
Again, some fifteen years after the holding of the Council,
its canons were incorporated in the Decretals of Gregory IX
and themselves became an intrinsic part of the Corpus luris
Canonici. The authority of the Decretals was never ques-
tioned, but few bishops could spare from their busy life
the time to study so immense a compilation, with its many
and ever increasing glosses. They could only select from
its more famous and generally disciplinary clauses certain
of them for re-publication in diocesan synods. The years
1215 to 1230, however, are free from such complications,
and the most valuable episcopal constitutions, from the point
of view of the publication of the Lateran decrees, were
issued during this period. Moreover the words c By Order
of the Council* usually provide the clue.